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This is a moonshoT momenT to reimagine and re-
organize life as we know it on Earth. The existential threat 
of global systems collapse, exacerbated by a “syndemic” 
of intersecting crises—COVID-19, economic and political 
breakdowns, entrenched racism and inequity, and cata-
strophic environmental devastation—presents an unprec-
edented imperative for transformation. Are we up to the 
challenge?

There are decades when nothing happens, and there are 
weeks when decades happen [1].

In the year 2020, decades have already transpired. Within 
weeks, the COVID-19 outbreak erupted into a global 
pandemic. Rapidly infecting millions, the virus upended 
people’s lives and livelihoods, unleashing unparalleled 
change both in scale and speed. Billions of people world-
wide found themselves locked down in a surreal, unreal 
and hyperreal state of emergency, suspension, disbelief 
and uncertainty. The grief and disorientation have been 
overwhelming. So has the sense that everything has 
changed. Even the sense of time itself seems somehow 
altered, warped, simultaneously accelerated and inexora-
bly slow. Amidst all this, many people are also overcome 
with the outpouring of creativity, ingenuity and resource-
fulness, along with acts of human kindness, cooperation 
and generosity. Innovation and invention, the hallmarks 
of art, science and technology, have acquired new mean-
ing and reverence. 

While some refer to this period as The Great Pause, 
others see this as The Great Awakening. Like great art, it 
has facilitated, if not forced, profound individual intro-
spection and collective reflection. Worldwide, the pan-
demic’s shake-up triggered a wake-up call exposing the 
fissures, fault lines and fragility of society no longer will-
ing or able to postpone the internal wrestling and public 
reckoning with who we are, who we’ve been, who we may 
yet become. Leonardo’s network of misfits, masters and 
maestros are front and center among those heeding and 
issuing the call to awaken the best of humanity, to seize 
this moment for change. 

Fundamentally, the nexus of art, science and technol-
ogy as a creative engine is uniquely positioned to drive 
systemic transformation, humanize an emerging global 

future and reframe the Anthropocene as a vibrant, just 
and regenerative world. Regeneration advances from tra-
ditional notions of sustainability that maintain human 
existence and survival to the aspiration of coexistence as 
a dynamic, ongoing process of renewal, restoration and 
revitalization. This is the global future Leonardo welcomes 
and seeks to help build. Rather than preserve a status quo, 
regeneration envisions and invites a new way forward cen-
tered around resilience for human life, social systems, and 
natural and built environments to weather the inevitable 
fluctuations or events that cause disturbance or damage. 

Cultivating resilience stems from the core skill sets and 
mindsets at the heart of Leonardo: creative collaboration, 
critique, contemplation, curiosity, compassion, commit-
ment. These qualities emphasize human capacities most 
needed to connect across social divisions and physical dis-
tancing, to generate provocative and illuminating content, 
and to heal from the collective post-traumatic stress we 
anticipate sharing in the years to come. 

Examples of these creative practices and transdis-
ciplinary inquiry animate the pages of this volume of 
Leonardo, the faces of our growing community around 
the world and the hope of regenerating a global future for 
all. To shape this Great Awakening, we need everyone to 
step up and speak out. We need to hear new perspectives 
and probing questions from people we’ve not yet met, 
from unexpected places and unfamiliar folk, from skepti-
cal strangers, trusted colleagues and old friends. We need 
you. We need to know if these are the right creative quali-
ties to prioritize. What’s missing? What does resilience 
mean for you? How might Leonardo learn, change, grow 
and lead through the syndemic’s seismic shake-ups and 
aftershocks? Challenge us to rise to the challenge. We’re 
in this together. 
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Note

1 This quote is widely, yet unverifiably, attributed to Vladimir Ilyich 
Lenin.
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